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September, 2021 Issue  

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Newsletter 

 
 

The Profession Mass for Karen, Nini, and Scott 

was beautiful! (See page 5 for pictures.) 

Thank you to all who attended and assisted. 

Welcome newly professed members of the OFS!!! 
Abundant thanks to Fr Seraphim for presiding and for his 

inspiring message for all of us! Thanks to Br Paschal for 

serving, Brs Pio and Didacus for leading music. 

Also, thanks to Br Didacus for recording the Profession! 

You may view it on YouTube: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0m0argIE9A 
 

 
 

Br. Pio: 10/22 
 

Our newsletter is published monthly by: 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Helen Rush, OFS (651-644-6147)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Chuck Roach, OFS (612-801-8990) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp  
(651-675-9286) 

 

Inquirer Formation  
Queen of Peace Friary; Sept 24 at 7:00pm, 

Ch 7 of The Franciscan Journey:  

OFS History – Development of OFS Rule 
 

No Fraternity Meeting and 

No Franciscan Holy Hour for World 

Peace in October 
 

Instead… join the Brothers’ Transitus of St. 

Francis Ceremony on Oct. 3rd and Holy Mass 

on the Feast of St. Francis on Oct. 4th.  
 

Both Celebrations will be at St. Patrick 

Church in St. Paul. See Page 2 for details. 
 

(Mass Readings for Sunday, Oct. 3rd are on page 6 

for your home study since we won’t be meeting. 

No chapter to study for  

St. Clare Of Assisi, Light from the Cloister) 
 

Council Meeting: 
Sunday, Oct. 10th, 7:00 – 8:30pm via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkV
nNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09 

 

The Council animates the Fraternity 

All professed members are welcome to attend 
 

Inquirer Formation  
Queen of Peace Friary; Oct 22 at 7:00pm, 

Ch 8 The Franciscan Journey:  

Scripture in OFS Life 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0m0argIE9A
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVnNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVnNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09
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Franciscan Brothers of Peace News 

• Ministries are going well. 

• Brs Pio and Paschal traveled to the Rosebud 

Reservation September 2-4 with another truckload of 

food and hygiene items.  

• For Br Conrad’s birthday, they celebrated as a 

community and also connected over video with Br 

Antonio in the Philippines. He is currently 

sequestered due to the pandemic. 

• Br Antonio is still set for an interview with the 

American Consulate on the morning of Nov 4th (Nov 

3rd evening, our time). We ask everyone to pray a 

rosary on November 3rd for Br Antonio. 

• Food shelf: supply still outweighs the demands.  

• However, hygiene and baby items for the homeless 

are in short supply. 

******************************** 

Franciscan Brothers of Peace  

YouTube channel. Check it out! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_w

nUiPr12iZGIJA 
 

******************************** 

Apostolates News:  
 

Non-food Items for Homeless Ministry: 

Socks, underwear, hygiene items, infant diapers etc. are 

needed – bring to Queen of Peace Friary. 
 

The Estates at Lynnhurst 

471 W. Lynnhurst Ave, St Paul, MN 55104 
 

• THANK YOU to those who have volunteered to be 

pen pals for residents. Remember to send your 

October letter.  

• In-person visits on the 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30pm: 

Oct 20 / Nov 17 / Dec 15 

• Next BINGO on Sunday, Oct 24th 1:30-3:00pm. 

• Procedure for in person visits: Bring your own mask 

and follow all instructions for signing in.  

• Dollar Store items are always needed for BINGO 

prizes. Please consider buying a few items and bring 

to the fraternity meeting: 
o Deodorant - men’s and women's         

o Hand lotion, body lotion 

o Disposable razors - men’s and women’s 

o Tooth paste, tooth brushes, dental floss    

o Gloves or mittens 

o Large men’s socks (such as diabetic socks)                

o Word find puzzle books  

o Note cards 

o (Candy is permissible. M&M’s are a favorite!) 

Thank you for your donations! 
 

Little Sisters of the Poor is not yet open for 

visitors. 
 

Aluminum cans for charity. 

Helen Rush has been collecting aluminum cans for 

years and donates the money to our Fraternity 

causes. Please consider bringing your aluminum 

cans to Helen either at the Fraternity meeting or to 

her home. Thank you, Helen! 
 

******************************** 
 

 

 
 

The Franciscan Brothers of Peace & 

Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Invite You to a Transitus Ceremony 

of St. Francis of Assisi 

With a Social Gathering to Follow 

Sunday, October 3, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 

And 

Holy Mass, the Feast of St. Francis 

Monday, October 4, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 

The Church of Saint Patrick 

1095 Desoto Street, St. Paul, MN 

55130 

Pax et Bonum 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA
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Franciscan Quote Reflection for the 9/3/21 

Fraternity Meeting by Br. John Mary 
 

********************** 

From the Letter to All the Faithful by St. Francis of 

Assisi: 

“All those who refuse to do penance and receive the 

Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ are blind, 

because they cannot see the true light, our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

Recently Br Pio and I had opportunity to take a day 

long pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of Good 

Help in Champion, WI, the only Church approved site 

of a Marian apparition within the United States. I 

highly recommend this shrine for each of you to go 

and spend time before God and the Blessed Mother. It 

was while there that I received the inspiration for this 

meditation.  

Sr. Adele Brise, the 1859 visionary received a 

command from the Blessed Virgin to teach the 

children of that then “wild country” the importance of 

the sacraments, in a special way the love of Jesus in 

the Blessed Sacrament. How this same advice is so 

applicable to us as Franciscans today, where 

according to a 2019 Pew Research poll, only 31% of 

US Catholics believe in the real presence of Jesus in 

the Blessed Sacrament. 69% believe that it is a symbol 

of Christ’s body and blood. Oh, how misguided our 

Church has become! 

Part of my inspiration for this talk too comes from the 

fact that for the past 18 years I have been so 

privileged to bear Jesus in the Holy Eucharist to 

patients at the VA Medical Center. While perhaps half 

of my veteran friends welcome reception of the 

sacrament, a good portion admit that it has been years 

since they have been in a state of grace to receive. My 

heart aches for them; I welcome them to return but 

few of them take me up on the invitation. 

My Brothers and Sisters: Today we are again so living 

in a wild country where the teachings of the Church 

are no longer respected and awed, where immorality 

is much more rampant. Again, “they are blind, 

because they cannot see the true light, our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” I am called, we are all called by St. Francis to 

be witnesses of the great hope and gift that Jesus 

provides us in his precious Body and Blood, Soul and 

Divinity of the Eucharistic species. 

My Brothers and Sisters: How many of you have 

family and loved ones who have long ceased attending 

Holy Mass? Especially these post COVID restriction 

days when churches are struggling to regain their 

congregants, let us invite / encourage our loved ones 

to return.  

With each Mass, my Brothers and Sisters, God 

himself, out of his profound love for us, humbles 

himself taking on the lowly form of bread and wine 

for our spiritual nourishment. Proclaim this truth! 

Concluding my meditation with another quote from 

St. Francis, taken from his Letter to All Clerics, “in 

his love God gives himself into our hands; we touch 

him and receive him daily into our mouths.” 

******************************** 

Sept. Prayer requests: 

(Thanking God ahead of time) 
 

• That the Lord will call men and women to embrace the 
consecrated life and especially that men will respond to the 
call to embrace the Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 

• For Br Antonio in the Philippines: for the success of his 
interview with the US Consulate on the morning of Nov 4th 
(evening of Nov 3rd, our time). That his application for a visa 
will be approved. 

• For the Brothers’ new apostolate of distributing food and 
hygiene items to Native American Reservations: Rosebud – 
South Dakota, Red Lake – Minnesota, and Lac Courte 
Oreilles – Wisconsin. 

• For blessings on all of the FBP apostolates and the people 
they serve.  

 

• For protection for the KaRen community in Burma suffering 
from persecution. 

• For all those suffering from violence in Afghanistan and the 
Middle East. 

• For all persecuted Christians around the world. 

• For all those affected by the Covid pandemic. For protection 
from further spread due to more contagious variants. For 
recovery for those who have been ill. For the souls of all 
those who died and for their grieving loved ones.  

• For the needs of all those in Central and South America. 

• For protection and provision for all those suffering from 
natural disasters: hurricanes, flooding, power outages, 
drought and forest fires.  
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• For peace in our communities and for the safety of first 
responders. 

• That we will be stewards of the earth that sustains us. 

• For the conversion of souls and the renewal of our lives.  

• That we all will be receptive to the truth and beauty of the 
Church. 

 

• That the Holy Spirit will continue to guide the Council in 
animating the fraternity. 

• That our lives will bring glory to God and lead others to 
conversion. 

• That our hearts will become more like Christ’s heart. 

• In thanksgiving for our newly professed members, Nini, 
Karen and Scott. May they be a blessing to our fraternity and 
may we support their continued growth in commitment. 

• For blessings upon our Inquirers, Chuck H and Mark, as they 
discern their Franciscan vocation. 

• For the needs of all our fraternity members:  
o For protection, strength and healing for those who 

are ill. 
o For the needs of those unable to attend our 

September meeting: Mike Bartel, Janie Carlson, 
Eugene Krentz, Eileen and Will Moore, Mike Ross. 

• For guidance and provision for Mike Ross on his travels to 
Sweden. 

• For safe travels for Nini. 

• For resolution of issues so that Marty Spicer will be able to 
refinance the mortgage on his home in his name.  

• For Debbie, whose surgery has been delayed due to 
unresolved insurance issues. For resolution of these issues 
so the surgery can be scheduled with her existing medical 
team for the sake of continuity of care. For protection from 
the spread of infection during this delay. For improvement in 
her body’s ability to heal and resist infection. That the Lord 
will use Debbie for His glory and fill her with peace during this 
time of uncertainty.  

• In thanksgiving that Mike Bartel was able to switch to a part-
time position at his work, to supplement social security 
income. 

• Continued prayers for Marty Madansky who has traveled to 
Grenada, Nicaragua. May he be docile to the Holy Spirit as 
he becomes acquainted with the people and serves as a 
volunteer. 

• For providential guidance for Eugene as he seeks a new 
place to live. For healing of his lungs and healing on all 
levels. 

• For continued guidance and provision for John Rosensteel in 
Tennessee.  

 

• For the spiritual growth and conversion of all the doctors on 
Debbie’s medical team. 

• For the repose of the soul of Debbie’ friend, who died. 

• For Debbie’s family members and for healing of relationships. 

• For rain in Santa Fe, NM where Debbie’s sister Kathleen 
lives. 

• For the repose of the soul of Jeannie’s friend, Tom, who died 
at the end of August. 

• For healing for Jessie, the son of Jeannie’s friend, who is in 
treatment again for addiction. 

• That the Holy Spirit will touch the heart of Jack, Marty 
Spicer’s son, forming him as a Christian man. 

• For continued healing for Steve’s daughter, McKenzie. For 
freedom from pain, for increased movement, and for the 
ability to take in and process food. 
 

• For Brenda’s brother, Brad. That his body will not reject the 
transplanted lungs, and that his other organs will continue to 
function properly. That Brad’s condition will continue to 
improve so that he can return home to Grand Rapids soon. 

• For guidance and provision for Brenda’s grandson, Daniel, 
who is going to a catholic college. 

• For the repose of the soul of Fr Tim Nolan. 

• For the repose of the soul of a cousin of Br John Mary. 

• For peace and inner healing Scott Rooney’s niece, Ferdosi. 

• Continued prayers for Janie’s friend, Joyce, who is going 
through cancer treatment. 

• For healing for Janie’s great niece, Rhiannon, who has stage 
4 breast cancer. 

• For healing grace for Chuck Roach’s friends: Charlie, Gabe 
and a young child all suffering from cancer.  

• For healing for Will’s friends Sheila and Tyler. For sobriety for 
his nephew, Luke. 

• For the health and well-being of those to whom we minister 
at Lynnhurst nursing home.  

• That the Lord will provide for the physical and spiritual needs 
of patients at the VA Hospital. 

• For all those with addictions or mental illness and for their 
families. 

• That the Lord will meet the needs of all our family members 
who have left the Church. That they will come to know His 
love for them. 

• For all our friends and family members for whom we have 
promised to pray. 

• For all the intentions we hold in the silence of our hearts. 

 
******************************** 

National Prayer for Vocations to the Secular 
Franciscan Order 

O good and gracious God, God of mercy, compassion, 
generosity, and love, as we live our lives today in the 
model of St. Francis, choosing daily to live the Gospel 
life, help us to help others hear your call. Help us to 

help others recognize their vocation as a Secular 
Franciscan that You have already planted in their 

heart. Help us, so that together we all may work to 
bring the Gospel to life. Amen! 

 

Composed by Marian R. Crosby, OFS, 
2010 National Fraternity gathering in Scottsdale, AZ 

Art by Luciano Craparotta 

www.SecularFranciscansUSA.org 
 

 

http://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/
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Profession on the Solemnity of the Holy Cross, September 14, 2021 

     
 

             
 

       
 

            
Nini Milbrath, Karen Nelson, Scott Rooney 
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******************************** 

ONGOING FORMATION  
Mass Readings for Sunday, Oct 3rd 

Sunday of Week 27 in Ordinary Time: 

 

Reading I      Gn 2:18-24 

The LORD God said: "It is not good for the man 

to be alone. I will make a suitable partner for 

him." So the LORD God formed out of the 

ground various wild animals and various birds 

of the air, and he brought them to the man to see 

what he would call them; whatever the man 

called each of them would be its name.  The 

man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of 

the air, and all wild animals; but none proved to 

be the suitable partner for the man. 
 

So the LORD God cast a deep sleep on the man, 

and while he was asleep, he took out one of his 

ribs and closed up its place with flesh. The 

LORD God then built up into a woman the rib 

that he had taken from the man. When he 

brought her to the man, the man said: "This one, 

at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my 

flesh; this one shall be called 'woman, for out of 

'her man’ this one has been taken." That is why 

a man leaves his father and mother and clings to 

his wife, and the two of them become one flesh. 
 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Gospel      Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, "Is it 

lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?" They 

were testing him. He said to them in reply, 

"What did Moses command you?" They replied, 

"Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of 

divorce and dismiss her." But Jesus told them, 

"Because of the hardness of your hearts he 

wrote you this commandment. But from the 

beginning of creation, God made them male and 

female. For this reason a man shall leave his 

father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 

the two shall become one flesh. So they are no 

longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God 

has joined together, no human being must 

separate." In the house the disciples again 

questioned Jesus about this. He said to them, 

"Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 

commits adultery against her; and if she 

divorces her husband and marries another, she 

commits adultery." 

And people were bringing children to him that 

he might touch them, but the disciples rebuked 

them. When Jesus saw this he became indignant 

and said to them, "Let the children come to me; 

do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God 

belongs to such as these. Amen, I say to you, 

whoever does not accept the kingdom of God 

like a child will not enter it." Then he embraced 

them and blessed them, placing his hands on 

them. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

******************************** 

Franciscan Gospel Sharing: 

Gaze on Him: 

• Look on the words 

• Read and listen to the Scripture with an open 

mind 

• Let the words sink into you 

Consider Him: 

• Ponder the words 

• Think about what is being revealed in your heart 

and mind and soul 

Contemplate Him: 

• Weigh the words 

• Decide which article in the OFS Rule relates to 

the words and ponder that article 

Imitate Him: 

• Outpour the words; 

• Take all of this into the world with a concrete 

action which today you state aloud 

 

Gospel Sharing Discussion Questions: 

1. What is happening in today’s gospel? 

2. What is the connection between the Gospel and 

the first reading? 

3. What word or phrase stands out? 

4. How does the Gospel apply to my life? 

5. How does this Gospel relate to our Franciscan 

Rule? 

6. What can be my action response as an 

individual? 

7. What can be our action response as a 

Fraternity? 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/genesis/2?18
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/10?2

